THE PHYSICIAN IN COURT: A VIEW FROM THE BENCH.
Only lawyers and judges-and not even all of them-look forward to being in court. For the physician it is usually not an experience sought or savoured. Yet some physicians are in court more frequently than some lawyers because they are expert witnesses or because they have treated a person who is before the court in a civil or criminal case. There is also the physician who is sued and is thus a defendant. I believe it important that physicians know the basic ingredients of a civil action. I will be drawing on my experience as a trial judge for eight years and an Alberta Court of Appeal judge for five, and as a former professor in the faculties of law and medicine at the University of Alberta, to present the perspective from the bench on civil non-jury actions.